CHRISTIAN LIVING
SELF-CONTROL - SELF-DISCIPLINE

SECTION THREE: ATTITUDE PROBLEMS.
(Jh.3:17-21)
10) LACK OF SELF-CONTROL AND SELF-DISCIPLINE.
As we look around us in the world, we see a concentration of effort for excellence in the physical area, but very little, if any, in the spiritual or emotional areas.  This is all very sad, but is as nothing when we see the rather pathetic lack, and at times non-existence, of self-control and self-discipline among God's people in the spiritual realm. We are supposed to be living in that realm as more than conquerors, through Christ who loved us. (lCor.9:27, 15:56-57, Rom.7:24, 8:14&37, 2Cor.2:14, Heb.2:14-15, lJh.5:4)
11) BUT DO OUR LIVES BELIE (DENY) GOD'S WORD.
(Rom.2:24) So many of us are living in defeat in most, if not all areas of our lives, and we can't even compete with much of the world in just the physical area. We show by our lives that the power of God is not real to us. We don't seem to understand that every time we admit defeat, we deny the Word - we deny Jesus Christ. (Mk.8:38) We seem to treat as a light thing the fact that he said that if we are ashamed of him, or his words (Luk.9:26), before men (the world), he will deny, or be ashamed of us, before his Father. (Matt.10:32-33)
We seem to refuse to accept that we are in a full scale war. On one side is the truth of God's Word. (Jh.l7:17) On the other is the claim, the lie, via the devil (Jh.8;44b) - the father of lies - that man now knows better than to accept the simplistic notions put across in the Bible.
12) FALSE TEACHERS.
There are those in the world wide, larger 'church', who actually preach that kind of thing. There are others who speak against those preachers in self-righteousness saying, 'How can those people be so wicked?’  But at the same time, their own actions, words and lives also belie the truth of God's Word. (2Pet.2:l-3, lTim.4:l-3, Gal.2:4-5, 2Cor.ll:13-15)
13) VARIED APPROACHES TO GOD'S WORD -VARIED RESULTS
There are of course, many methods of approach to the Word, among which are, (1), searching it to find support for our own beliefs, (2), satisfying our intel​lectual curiosity (lCor.8:l), (3), in​creasing our 'head' knowledge of the Bible, and more.
But, whatever our purpose is in ap​proaching the Word, our heart attitude will decide what we'll come away with. It only brings life to those who seek life from God. It brings death to all others. (2Cor.3:6, Jh.6:63, Rom.7:6)
14) RIGHT APPROACH - HARD WAY.
(Heb.l:l-3a) The only right approach to the Word is that of wanting to know God; to know him and his Son Jesus Christ, which is to have eternal life. (Jh.l7:3)  To reach this goal is no easy task. We have to fight our flesh (Gal.5:17), the old sin nature, as well as the devil and the world, with all their attractions, pleasures and distractions, every inch of the way. (1Pet.2:11)
15) LAYING UP THE WORD IN OUR HEART.
We can only be successful in this if we are self-disciplined enough to continually lay up God's Word in our hearts so as not to sin against him. (Ps.ll9:ll, Jh.l5:7-8 & 8:31-32)
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